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several forts, including Salher in Baglan. Next year this fort was
besieged by Moghul commanders with a great army. The Marathas
not only stood the siege bravely, but Moropant Peshwa and
Prataprao succeeded in defeating the Moghul army in a pitched
battle. In 1673, Panhala was retaken, and Hubli was plundered by
one of Shivaji's generals, Annaji Datto. A naval expedition was
sent to Karwar, and the whole of the coast districts in that part
of the country were reconquered, and the Raja of Bednore was
made a tributary like the king of Golconda. An army sent from
Bijapur was defeated with heavy loss by Prataprao Gujar, and
on a renewal of the attack in 1674. Hansaji Mohite again defeated
the Bijapur forces, and pursued them to the gates of Bijapur. Thus
in four years from the renewal of hostilities, Shivaji succeeded in
regaining all his old possessions and in greatly extending his con-
quests in all directions, both by sea and land. In the North he
penetrated as far as Surat, in the South as far as Hubli and
Bednore, in the East as far as Berars, Bijapur and Golconda.
Chauth and sardeshmukhi were levied from the Moghul Subhas
south of the Tapti, and the chiefs of Golconda and Bednore were
made tributaries. In the words of the native chroniclers, Shivaji
had vindicated his claims to be the Padshaha of the Hindus, after
having defeated the forces of the three Musalman Padshahas, and
forced them to yield submission to his claims. This naturally sug-
gested to Shivaji and his council the idea of a formal coronation
ceremony which would fitly celebrate the greatness of the work
accomplished by nearly thirty years* incessant efforts, and in the
then disordered, condition of Southern India furnish a rallying
centre to all the Deccan chiefs to resist with a united effort the
apprehended danger of Aurangzeb's great invasion.
We thus enter upon the fourth and the last period of Shivaji's
career. The coronation ceremony ushered it in with proper pomp
and festivities. The fact of the establishment of a powerful Hindu
kingdom had to be proclaimed with due solemnity and every hill-
fort along the Sahyadri range, as also on the sea coast proclaimed
the event by cannon salvoes all over the country. During the
remaining portion of SJiivaji's life he was comparatively left to
himself by the Moghul commanders, who directed their efforts
chiefly to the conquest of Bijapur and Golconda. An attack made
by the Moghul commander on Golconda was frustrated by the
timely arrival of Hambirrao Mohite, and the king of Golconda was
safe for a time under the protection of Shivaji, and actually helped
him with his own forces in the expedition against the Karnatik,
which Shivaji led in person, and in the course of which he pene-
trated as far south as Tanjore, and seized Vellore, fortified Gingi,